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Today is the 133rd anniversary of the 
first patent of the telephone.  On 
March 7, 1876, Alexander Graham 
Bell was granted the U.S. patent for 
the invention of the telephone.  Dr. 
Bell was born and raised in Scotland.  
He went to school in England and his 
family moved to Canada when he 
was 23 years old.  He came from a 
family who were very interested in 
helping the deaf.  His grandfather and Father were both instrumental in helping the deaf to 
communicate and to read lips.  His interest became personal when his mother started to go 
deaf when he was 12 years old.  Throughout his life he was very interested in acoustics or the 
science of sound.  He was also an inventor and even invented a device for taking the husks off 
of grains when he was only 12 years old.  He was hired by several Institutes for the deaf in the 
U.S. to teach his methods to their teachers and he had his own private pupils, one of which he 
eventually married.  At the same time he was working on a way to send sound over a 
telegraph wire.  He was aided by his assistant, Thomas A. Watson, an experience electrical 
designer and mechanic.  The first transmission was of Dr. Bell calling for Mr. Watson.  After 
that he made many demonstrations to many people.  The Bell Telephone Company was 
created in 1877, and by 1886, over 150,000 people in the U.S. owned telephones. Bell 
company engineers made numerous other improvements to the telephone, which emerged as 
one of the most successful products ever. In 1879, the Bell Company acquired Edison's 
patents for the carbon microphone from Western Union. This made the telephone practical for 
long distances and it was no longer necessary to shout to be heard at the receiving telephone.  
And the world has changed because of the telephone.  When I was a child the most common 
way to communicate with someone at a great distance (in another city, state, or country) was 
by writing a letter.  Today, it is rare to receive a letter of any length. 
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Upcoming events: 
3-28-09  ORTV one day trip to 
Carlsbad Flower Field, Temecula and 
Lake Elsinore.  No class. 
5-16-09  ORTV Speech Contest 



Mar 07 Let's Talk English Puzzle 
 
S P E C I A L Y G R S R L M E  
R E P E A T R N D E H E E E P  
M I N U T E I O E C I A A N U  
D K D F V R J H G O N C V U E  
M Y Q I E P A N R R E H E B X  
U P L W U Z V A E D H B L A Z  
D E S K T E M P E R A T U R E  
D N C U H Y M S E Z O P G N W  
A I J G D M S G D X Q R I S F  
P I F U B E A M R J C H D O K  
X C O Y N S N C O E S U Y E K  
S L L I S I S R H N P Y S K R  
C O S E G P W G U I K O R E D  
O U M X A O E S F I N E R S X  
B X C I Q R R J U I C E Y T G 
 
Find these hidden words in the above puzzle:                          
 
1. answer    10. leave   18. reach 
2. answering 11. machine 19. record 
3. business  12. menu    20. repeat 
4. clear     13. message 21. report 
5. cloudy    14. minute  22. shine 
6. degree    15. monkey  23. special 
7. delivery  16. order   24. sunshine 
8. excuse    17. pickup  25. temperature 
9. juice 



Mar 07 Studio Classroom Puzzle 
 

G E M U S N O C K C H J L U T Y  
S R N N C C L N H B N I R N Y L  
E P O A W A S O U M Q E H S M N  
M V C U T L C E Y U V U P W O E  
N A I S N O N L O O S H A E N V  
O O I T H D L R L U O Y R E O A  
Y R I O C A B U X E M D G T R E  
C M L T T E T R V I S R E E T H  
T I A I P I P I E T O A L N S C  
C N G E O E T S E A C U E E A A  
U I E N R C C M R K K L T D X R  
D Y A T E C P N O E G I P D W R  
H R Y J A E B S O C P C N S P I  
Y X B I R P T M I C F Y N G O E  
C O M M U N I C A T I O N T W R  
C O M M U N I C A T E P I C E R 
 
Find these hidden words in the above puzzle: 
                          
1. astronomy     10. creamy         18. patent 
2. cacao         11. cristal        19. perspective 
3. carrier       12. digitally      20. pigeon 
4. chocoholic    13. groundbreaking 21. recipe 
5. communicate   14. heavenly       22. revolutionary 
6. communication 15. hydraulic      23. telegraph 
7. conception    16. liquor         24. temper 
8. consume       17. objective      25. unsweetened 
9. cosmos 


